
while in other families cirrhotic kidneys are the rule.
The death of Mathew Arnold is a case in point.

He died suddenly in consequence of some heart dis-
ease, for which Sir Andrew Clark is reported to have
treated him for years. We have seen no statement
as to its exact nature, but there is a fact in his family
history, which, according to the theory of heredi-
tary predisposition, ought to aid one in forming an

opinion as to its character. His father, Thomas
Arnold, of Rugby, died at the age of 47, during
his second attack of angina pectoris, and at the au-

topsy, his heart was found to be fatty throughout in
consequence of insufficient nourishment, since, it
had but one coronary artery, and that a small one.
Now, if this fact be coupled with that of his son's
sudden death, at the age of 66, the inference seems

forced upon us that Mathew Arnold's disease was also
one of muscular degeneration of the heart, and not
valvular. Should this conclusion prove to be correct,
it would appear to strengthen the theory of the
hereditability of such forms of heart disease.

We believe in hereditary tendencies more wide¬
spread than are capable of satisfactory scientific
demonstration, and hence, although in the class of
cases in question a predisposition is oftentimes too
weak to warrant the term hereditary, still we are of
the opinion that such a predisposition does exist.
It differs from that of tuberculosis, etc., only in de¬
gree, not in kind. Facts on all hands go to prove
that in each individual there are certain constitutional
peculiarities, congenital and not acquired, which
govern not only the course and termination of dis¬
ease, but likewise the susceptibility to its invasion.
When such peculiarities are handed down from one

generation to another, they become at length suffici¬
ently marked to deserve the title hereditary. It is in
this sense, therefore, that a hereditary tendency to
heart disease may be established.

HOW TO LIMIT THE NUMBER OF MEDICAL COL-
LEGES, AND LESSEN THE CROWDED CONDI-

TION OF THE MEDICAL PROFESSION.
The thirty-ninth annual meeting of the American

Medical Association, recently held in Cincinnati, has
received more uniform commendation from the med-
ical press of this country than any preceding meeting
for many years. Of the many good papers and ad-
dresses presented during the meeting, perhaps no

one is deserving of more attention than the Address
of the President, A. Y. P. Garnett, of Washington,
both on account of the subject and the distinct and
emphatic manner in which the chief points of interest

were presented. In The Journal, May 26, we took
occasion to call the attention of our readers to what
had been done in previous years, both by the Asso-
ciation and by conventions of representatives of the
colleges alone, in regard to the adoption of a uniform
and adequate system of medical college instruction,
as recommended in the second proposition of the
President's address.

His first proposition, that the Association appoint
"a standing committee, to be called a Committee on

Legislation, for each State, Territory, and the Dis¬
trict of Columbia, to consist of five members of the
medical profession in good standing, three of whom
shall have no official connection with any medical
school or college, " has never yet been tried. The
duties of the proposed committee in each State and
Territory are "to attend the sessions of the respec¬
tive Legislatures and use all honorable means look¬
ing to the reduction of the number of medical schools
in the United States, and a consequent diminution
in the annual number of medical graduates," by the
passage of laws appropriate for the purpose; and for
the creation of a Board of Medical Examiners in
each State where such do not already exist, which
shall be required to examine all applications for li¬
cense to practice medicine in their respective States,
etc. The objects sought to be accomplished by this
plan are all commendable, but the plan itself appears
to be unnecessarily complicated in its details, and
without any provision for securing uniformity in the
action and influence of the several State and Terri¬
torial committees. It would doubtless be difficult to
ñnd five competent and influential members of the
profession in each State who, as a committee, would
be willing to spend their time attending the sessions
of the several legislative bodies, or who would be
asking for the enactment of laws of the same import
in the several States. The first and most important
step towards the accomplishment of any desirable
legislation, is to have a form of law, simple as possi¬
ble in its details, but accurately adjusted to the
accomplishment of that higher standard of both pre¬
liminary and professional education so much desired
by all. This must be done by a committee, and then
receive the cordial endorsement of the National
Medical Association and of the several State Socie¬
ties. It had been confidently expected that such a

form of law would be presented by a committee in
the Section of State Medicine at the recent meeting
in Cincinnati, and if approved by the Section, then
to be presented for the approval of the Association
in general session. For some reason, the chairman
of the committee failed to attend the meeting and
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no formal report was made. The committee was

continued with instructions to report at the next
annual meeting. In the meantime the medical press
should be rendering important aid by a candid and
thorough discussion of the subject in all its bearings.

EDITORIAL NOTES.
New York Post-Graduate Medical School

and Hospital.\p=m-\Ata meeting of the Board of Trus-
tees of the New York Post-Graduate Medical School
and Hospital the following appointments were made
in the Faculty :

Abraham Jacobi, M.D., Professor of Diseases of
Children; Robert F. Weir, M.D., Professor of Clin-
ical Surgery; Peter A. Callan, M.D., Professor of
Diseases of the Eye; L. Bolton Bangs, M.D., Pro-
fessor of Diseases of the Genito-Urinary Organs and
of Venereal Diseases; Joseph E. Winters, M.D.,
Professor of Diseases of Children; O. B. Douglas,
M.D., Professor of Diseases of the Nose and Throat.
Dr. William A. Hammond, being about to remove

to Washington, has resigned his position as Professor
of Mental and Nervous Diseases. Dr. Hammond
was one of the founders of the school.
Arsenic in Wine.\p=m-\about a month ago a large

number of persons in Hy\l=e`\res,France, were poisoned
by adulterated wine. Analysis has recently shown
that the wine contained a large quantity of arsenic,
added for the purpose of hastening fermentation, and
considerable quantities of arsenic have been found
in bodies of the dead exhumed for the purpose of
analysis. A large number of the people of Hyères
still present symptoms of arsenic poisoning.
Elementary Respiration of the Blood and

Tissues.—MM. Gréhart and Quinquand have re¬

cently reported some experiments on this subject, a

portion of them being made with the blood alone, the
others with blood in which a certain amount of fresh
muscle was immersed. Their experiments show that
the blood is simply a carrier of oxygen, and that the
blood globules, in so far as respiration is concerned,
acts in the same way as the elements of the tissues.

Wm. R. Warner & Co. have issued the following
notice to physicians :

"We take this method of denouncing the circula¬
tion of certain erroneous reports as being the out¬
come of either ignorance or malice. We have no
connection with the firm of H. H. Warner & Co.,
of Rochester, who make ' Safe Remedies ' and other
patent medicines. Our advertising is to the Medical
profession. "

Leprosy In Russia.—Leprosy is on the increase
in the Baltic provinces. In Lithuania there are from
250 to 300 lepers; in the district of Dorpat it is esti¬
mated that there are 10 lepers to the 1,000 inhabitants.
It is now demanded that the government name a

commission to study the best means of combating
the spread of the disease. A special hospital for
lepers is to be founded at Riga, to accommodate 40
patients.
Physiological Antagonism.—M.Chouppe claims

that the action of strychnine is hastened by antipyrin,
whether the latter be administered before, at-the same
time with, or after the strychnine. By placing ani¬
mals under the influence of acetanilide he has antag¬
onized the effects of very large doses of nicotine
given afterwards.

Some members of the American Medical Associa¬
tion purpose leaving about the middle of July to at¬
tend the meeting of the British Medical Association
at Glasgow in August. For further information, as
to rates, etc., address Mr. Chas. Truax, 77 Wabash
Ave., Chicago.
Trichinosis in Germany.—For the third time

this year trichinosis has appeared in Saxony, at Nie-
derplanitz and Neudörfeid, near Zwickau, where there
were about 80 grave cases on May 23.

SOCIETY PROCEEDINGS.
PHILADELPHIA COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY.

Stated Meeting, April n, 1888.
The President, J. Solis-Cohen, M.D., in the

Chair.
Dr. Joseph Price read

a report of three cases of operation for stran¬
gulated hernia.

Case 1.—Miss B., white, ast. 40, single, a patientof Dr. Dundore, had had a reducible inguinal herniaof long standing and had never worn a truss. In
May, 1887, it became irreducible, and the bowels
were completely occluded for three days. Well di¬
rected efforts to reduce failing, Dr. Dundore decided
upon operative interference, and invited me to see
her. The usual symptoms of a strangulated hernia
were present, the abdomen being greatly distended
and tympanitic.

Upon incision the bowel was found to be firmlyadherent to the sac, requiring considerable dissection
to free it completely. After severing the stricture,the bowel was pulled out for a few inches, and found
to be completely occluded by bands of inflammatorytissue due to limited peritonitis at the point of stric¬
ture—the neck of the sac. These bands were broken
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